
The fly shop at Big R is learn-

ing more and more about hav-

ing a fly shop.  We want to 

make sure all of you get the 

information we consider 

òseriously important.ó   

The Carp Rodeo is this month 

on Saturday, August 14th.  We 

take this event fairly seriously.  

We will have sign ups in the 

shop.  The tournament is from 

Pelican Point to Ulm Bridge.  

Teams can wade fish, or use 

any kind of watercraft (from 

floaties to jet boats).  Up to 3 

man teams can compete for a 

chance to win the 2010 Carp 

Rodeo Trophy Buckle de-

signed this year by Rob 

Guevarra, and produced by 

Montana Silversmiths.  Fish-

ing must be done between 9-5 

and check-in is at 8:30 at Cas-

cade baseball diamondsé a 

BBQ will follow the event.   

Please come. 

Other seriously important in-

formation will include the Big 

R Fly Shop hosted trip to Cam-

peche, Mexico the first week of 

August.  Sam and KK will be 

missing for a few days, along 

with some friends to the north-

ern Yucatan for some summer 

Tarpon fishing.  Yes, it will be 

hot.  Hopefully  the fishing will 

be too. 

Another tid-bit of seriousness is 

that we are now up and running 

with our òbuck bugs.ó  We now 

have a good selection of quality 

flies for 99 cents each.  These 

are not of lesser quality, we are 

not purchasing the most inex-

pensive flies we can gather, in 

fact, we didnõt even switch sup-

pliers.  We simply identified the 

basics and priced them lower.  

So now basics like Elk Hair 

Caddis, Stimulators, Beaded 

Prince Nymphs, Hares Ears, 

Pheasant Tails, Wooly Buggers, 

and more are 99 cents.  Net 

the price out by using your fre-

quent flyer cards, and after 6 

dozen flies, the free dozen you 

get by filling out your cards nets 

your òbuck bugsó down to 85 

cents a fly.  Look at the quality 

of these flies and then look at 

85 cents in change and decide 

if it is worth the trade. 

Ok, now in all seriousness.  

This water is going to come 

down and August and Septem-

ber are going to be insane. 
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We have fly of the week operating smoothly now at bigrfly-

shop.com and will be posting a new fly each week with a 

step by step video, list of 

materials and finished 

picture of the fly.  We will 

be concentrating on flies 

everyone can tie and use 

on a regular basis.   

For example, we have 

the Elk Hair caddis.  The 

Elk Hair Caddis was in-

vented by Pennsylvanian 

Al Troth; a famous name 

in the world of fly fishing.  The 

great thing about Al's caddis 

pattern is that by changing the 

materials slightly it is possible 

to imitate nearly every caddis 

hatch in the world.  While many 

traditional patterns have gone 

by the wayside to newer ones; 

the Elk Hair caddis is a go to 

and standard caddis pattern for 

most all in Montana.   

The fly of the week is geared 

towards teaching fly tying, as 

well as expanding the selec-

tion in your fly box.  If there is 

a pattern you would like to see 

on fly of the week please let 

us know. 

http://www.bigrflyshop.com/

dry-flies/elk -hair-caddis 

The òfly of the weekó will al-

ways be posted on the front 

home page of the site.  Click 

the above link to view the Elk 

Hair. 

Reel to Backing 
in July: 

August  14th 

Carp Rodeo on 

the Missouri 

River 

September 25-

26th is the...  

Calgary Exchange 

You will see these three icons 

on our new website.  We are 

now live on Facebook, Twitter, 

and Youtube.  Check it out! 
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Recipes for High Water: 

Deep Nymphing ï Thingamabobber 

placed where fly line meets the 

leader; followed by 7.5-8 feet of 

mono tapered down to 3x; blood knot 

with one foot of additional 3x ; 3 split 

shots above the blood knot ; San Juan 

Worm (Disco Worm, Wire Worm, 

Eggs n Bacon, etc) ; 12-18 inches of 

4x mono ; Hot Head Ray Charles 

(any nymph with an orange bead in a 

size 16, or a rainbow Czech nypmh, 

tailwater Charlie, flashy Caddis 

nymphs like Silveyôs or LaFontaines, 

etc).  Fish this set up in 3-6 feet of 

water, the additional leader and 

weight will get you down quicker.  

The Thingamabobber should be teas-

ing you in to setting the hook often 

by ticking the bottom.  If itôs not tick-

ing the bottom, youôre not getting 

down to them. 

Streamers off the bank ï this one is 

simpler.  Just keep the drift boat 10-

 

  Here's why high water is sweet. 

1.  For some reason larger fish are 

caught. 

2.  It's okay to fish the San Juan 

Worm. 

3.  Montana agriculture is prosper-

ous.  

4.  Encourages one to fish where 

they usually don't. 

5.  The Smith and Sun will still be 

fishable in August. 

6.  You donôt see how many fish 

you actually are missing. 

7.  Donôt feel as bad about having 

to work. 

8.  Fewer crowds on the river 

(people think the fish stop eat-

ing?). 

9.  You may actually use the seat 

in the front of your drift boat. 

10.  Besides the water being 

higheré the rest of the experience 

is about the same! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 feet off the banks and strip 

streamers off of it by covering as 

much bank as possible.  Yes, fish 

are the length of the river but in 

high/dirty water, in our experience, 

more of them are found on the 

banks.  Once it clears however, the 

middle and ledges over the length 

of the river are often overlooked.  

Especially by those who are used 

to fishing freestone rivers. 

 

Are these the only ways to get em' 

in high water?  Of course not; we 

know many of you that have had 

more high water happiness than us.  

These are just some simple tips so 

that you donôt give up on the Mo, 

even when sheôs high. 
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